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Transcending into Profound and Nishida Kitaro’s “The ‘I’ and the ‘Thou”

Ryozo Suzuki™

Abstract - The word “profound” (Ji& Soko) in Nishida Kitaro’s “The ‘I’ and the ‘Thou™

is one of his

philosophy’s most important terms but has not been analyzed as such. He always developed his thought

by reconsidering the notion of “profound,” to which he referred from his first published book, An Inquiry

into the Good, till the end of his career. This paper analyzes the notion in its context, as well as other

notions surrounding it. These notions influenced the philosophers of the so-called “Kyoto school,” who

developed their own thoughts by using some of Nishida’s notions, though not all of them. For instance,

Nishida defined the relationship of “I and thou™ as a dialectical process, but both Tetsuro Watsuji and

Hajime Tanabe interpreted it as a mere interaction, one which they thought cannot construct a persons’

social relatedness. Moreover, they did not use some of Nishida’s terms from “7The ‘I’ and the

‘Thou "notion, such as the “calling of the other” and “resurgence.” In a similar manner, Kiyoshi Miki kept

his distance from Nishida’s discourse but argued for a “calling of the other” in different contexts. Miki’s

discussion was left incomplete as Philosophical Anthropology, though it dealt with and criticized

Nishida’s “I and Thou” relationship in its final chapter. Both looked at this dispute, which had not been

discussed, as an opportunity to develop their own thoughts. These facts will make clear how close to and

different from Nishida’s are the philosophical concepts of Watsuji, Tanabe, and Miki. They will thus also

show us that Nishida’s concept of “I and Thou™ can be understood as a juncture for that school. In tracing

out their similarities and differences, this paper describes the development of Nishida’s notion of

“profound.”
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