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Significance of Interactive Experiential Learning in Child Care Studies in Domestic Sciences Courses, and Related

Issues

Etsuko KANDO*! Mika KATAYAMA *? Toshiyuki TAKAHASHI*? Osamu NISHIYAMA *?

In current child care studies in domestic sciences courses at junior high and high schools, students learn about
infants’ physical and mental development, the life and play of preschool children, the respective roles of parents,
families, communities, and other topics. It is within these kinds of studies that learning via interactive experiences
with infants and preschoolers is situated. Contemporary interactive experiential learning is related to the dilemma
that persons who have become parents in recent years were themselves raised with few chances to interact with
persons of different generations within the home and community, and especially, they had few, if any, experiences of
interacting with infants and preschoolers. Although the current learning involves exchanges within a limited
framework, it is made clear that the participating junior high and high school students, as well as the infants and
preschoolers, have been able to meet and interact with numerous, varied persons and to feel and think about many
things not possible otherwise. From these results, one can see the significance of intergenerational and inter-age
group exchanges. This paper first situates interactive experiences within the domain of domestic sciences and
clarifies the historical pathways taken in the field of child care in domestic sciences. Next, an overview is presented
of the practical research performed in recent years involving interactive experiences with infants and preschoolers,
so as to ascertain the significance thereof. Then, the findings are synthesized, future directions for practical

interactive experiential learning are discussed, and orientations for future research are provided.

Keywords : child care studies in domestic sciences, infants and preschoolers, interactive experiences, intergenerational

exchanges, junior high and senior high school students
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