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Looking Back on the History of International Student
Support Network Peach (The First Half)

—For Further Improvements of the Short-term Homestay Programme —

Yoko Hirota, Masumi Oka

Abstract

International Student Support Network Peach (NW Peach) was established by six NGOs and Oka of the
international student advising room in Okayama university in response to requests from international students
who wanted to have homestay experience with Japanese family. Since then NW Peach has engaged in support
services to international students in Okayama university. The purpose of this paper is to review the history of
NW Peach and give a clear overview of its activities in search for future development.

The majour activity of NW Peach is providing short-term homestays and 443 students participated the
programme between 2001 and 2013. More than thirteen years have passed since its establishment and the
circumstances surrounding the NW Peach and international student advising room in the university have been
changing. Three new groups joined the network in 2008 and 2012 and one left in 2012. The “internationalisation”
has become a keyword in many universities in Japan including Okayama university and it is increasingly
growing in importance. Thus the number of international students who participate the programme is increasing
yearly and their cultural and academic backgrounds become more widely varied. The homestay programme
was reviewed twice in 2005 and 2009 and several improvement plans explored in the second review have been

implemented.



