FILEE SRR 45123%  August 2011, pp. 119-127

AR aRICEB TS [EREMOFHWY ] IZBT 5%

A Rz

IR 2R A B R B 3R ke Sy W JE 7
(FREFEH R 80d%)

B - e - N G

The study of “physicians’ explanations” in medical malpractice lawsuits

Yoshiyuki Fukumoto

Department of Medicine and Clinical Science, Okayama University Graduate School of Medicine,
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama 700-8558, Japan

In this study, a subset of medical malpractice lawsuits that are preventable was evaluated using qualitative data.
The objective of this study is to help reduce the number of avoidable medical malpractice lawsuits. This qualitative
study could pave the way to future quantitative studies. The analysis of the qualitative data revealed that in the vast
majority of medical malpractice lawstuits filed by patients and their families there were (D an occurrence of unexpected
bad outcomes, @ inadequate explanation by the patient's physician, and 3 involvement of an instigator who
encouraged the lawsuit. That is, the failure of a physician to provide an adequate explanation to a patient or the
inappropriate conduct of a physician after unexpected bad results, with or without an instigator’ s involvement, is the
main reason patients file medical malpractice lawsuits. The physician providing an adequate explanation to patients
after unexpected bad results (adequate post-event explanation) is the pivotal determinative factor in preventing

avoidable medical malpractice lawsuits.

F—7— F  EREFL (medical malpractice lawsuits), ERIOFI (physicians’ explanation),
474 —L K-yt b (informed consent), #iHIFE% (accountability), B45-# (instigator)
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