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pattern of serum lipoproteins.∗
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Abstract

An unusual lipoprotein pattern on polyacrylamide-gel disc-electrophoresis was observed in 37
year-old male diagnosed as alcoholic liver injury. The electrophoretic lipoprotein pattern consisted
of a major band of pre-beta mobility and minor intermediate, fast-beta and slow-alpha bands. The
normal beta band was virtually absent and the alpha band was diminished. The abnormal lipopro-
tein pattern was observed one week after discontinuing alcohol consumption when marked hy-
pertriglyceridemia demonstrated earlier had already normalized leaving a moderate hypercholes-
terolemia with reduced esterified cholesterol and abnormal liver function tests. The lipoprotein
abnormalities were completely normal one month later. The appearance of a major pre-beta band
with normal triglyceride and high cholesterol levels is discussed in relation to the formation of
larger triglyceride-rich LDL particles in recovery from alcoholic hepatitis.
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