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Abstract

Serum glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase (GOT), mitochondrial GOT (GOTm), glutamic-
pyruvic transaminase (GPT) and glutamate dehydrogenase activities were determined in 43 healthy
controls and in 280 cases of liver diseases. A simplified column chromatographic method coupled
with UV assay was employed for separation of GOTm. The activity was measured by following
decrease in abosrbance of NADH at 340 nm. The lowest activity of GOTm determined with a coef-
ficient of variation below 10% was 6 mIU/ml. High GOTm activities were found in acute hepatitis
(acute stage), subacute hepatitis and primary biliary cirrhosis and were generally associated with
high total GOT (GOTt) activities. The activity ratio of GOTm/GOTt varied depending on the stage
and severity of liver diseases. The GOTm/GOTt ratio was decreased in acute, fulminant and suba-
cute hepatitides. No significant reduction in the ratio was found in bile duct obstruction, alcoholic
liver injury or metastatic liver cancer. Although relatively high GOTm/GOTt ratios were found
in some patients with severe hepatic injury, they had no definite association with poor prognosis.
These results indicate that the marked elevation in GOTt over GPT in advanced chronic hepatitis,
liver cirrhosis and primary hepatoma was mainly due to preferential leakage of cytoplasmic GOT
(GOTs).
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