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A Statistical Study of the Intermediate Intercostal Muscles
By
Toyoaki Fujimoto

Department of Anatomy, Okayama University Medical School
(Ex-Director: Prof. R. Ura)

The internal intercostal muscles were divided in the outer layer, the intermediate inter-
costal muscles, and the inner layer, the (intrinsic) internal intercostal muscles, by the inter-
costal nerves passed between both layers (P. Eisler 1912).

The intermediate intercostal muscles are present in each intercostal space in all cases excepf
in one case which has 13 ribs, but the internal intercostal muscles are absent in the lst upper
intercostal spaces constantly, and are also absent in the upper and the lower intercostal spaces
in some cases.

The intermediate intercostal muscles in the intercostal spaces extend from the angle of
ribs to the sternnm. At the situation where the cutaneous lateral branches of the intercostal
nerves pierce the lateral wall of the thorax, the internal intercostal muscles in each
intercostal space disappear and the intercostal muscles are alone in the intercostal spaces. There-
fore, the inside of anterior thorax was occupied not by the internal intercostal muscles, by the
intermediate intercostal muscles.




