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A study of life and health conditions of inhabitants of Manabe Island.
Part 1. The relationship between environmental conditions,
morbidity rate, and mortality rate.
Isao TANAKA
Department of Public Health, Okayama University Medical School, Okayama, Japan.
(Director: Prof. M., Ogata)

Characteristcs of environmental health conditions in Manabe island were surveyed
from the standpoint of public health. The results obtained were as follows:

1. Those employed in primary industries (fishing and farming) are greater in pro-
portion in Manabe Island while those employed in secondary industries are higher in
number in Kasaoka City excluding Manabe Island.

2. The population of aged people and the dependence population index in Manabe
Island were higher than those in Kasaoka City, a trend thought to be characteristic of
isolated islands in the Inland Sea.

3. The ratio of aged people and proportional mortality indicator (PMI) were higher
in Manabe Island than that in Kasaoka City.

4, Heart disease, injury of extremities, liver disease, and parasytosis showed a
higher incidence in people who belonged to national health insurance in Manabe Island
than those of Kasaoka City excluding Manabe Island.



