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Color environment of maternity centers
— Visual measurements of consultation and
waiting room areas —

Kiyomi ONO, Hiroyuki OKUDA, Mictiko MITSUOKAY

Abstract
Color has not been focused on in the management of maternity centers, but is a
factor that can help to establish a good environment. Therefore, we carried out a
visual assessment of the color environment in the consultating room and
hall/waiting room of M Maternity Center. It was found that the center used the
colors of sofa covers, foliage plants, and artificial flowers effectively and that the
colors of dolls and backless slippers were bright. In addition, large posters strong-
ly influenced the ambient color environment. Consequently, the following seven
items should be considered in the production of a good color environment.
1) Effective utilization of foliage plants.
2) Correct choice of materials as well as colors for carpets and sofas in order to
give a good feeling to patients via color changes.
3) Maintenance of color regularity of the space by preventing color scattering.
4) Consideration should be given to children’s views in color planning when the ob-
jects are to be used by children.
5) Active utilization of artificial flowers to produce a stress-relieving environment.
6) Correct choice of location for posters by considering the influence of their colors
when large posters are hung.
7) Consideration of the shade, rather than the hue, of the color in the consulting

» &

room so that patients feel “calm”, “peace” and “stress-relieving warmth”

Key Words : maternity center, color, amenity
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