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Changes in role perception for breast cancer patients with children
Makiko MAEDA and Reiko SATOY

Abstract

This study examined the changes in role perception experienced by breast cancer patients with
children, analyzing how they accepted themselves as a sick person and how they perceived them-
selves as a mother. Data were collected by an interview and analyzed by qualitative and inductive
methods. Finding showed six types of changes in role perception, with each type containing a
particular meaning for the patients. Five types of maternal role perception were also found
specifically for the mothers suffering conflicts in accepting their sick role. These findings indicate
that nurses should take due consideration when providing adequate care to their breast cancer
patients.

Key words : role perception, maternal role, sick role, breast cancer patients
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