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Title: The Survey on Familiar Living Things for the _9th Graders (about 15 year-olds) and High-School

Science Teachers(around 35 year-olds) : Comparison of Two Age Groups.

Kenji TANAKA(Faculty of Education, Okayama University) , Yosinobu HONDA (Innoshima TAKUMA
Lower Secondary School , Hiroshima), Ai TAMAKI (Graduate School of Education, Master's Course)

Abstract:

Respondents were the 9th graders (about 15-year-olds) and high-school science teachers (35-year-olds or
s0). For two age groups, surveys were conducted to find the perception of familiar living things.

" The living things were picked out from the science textbooks (including the Life Environmental Studies).

The questions are to what extent respondents are familiar with these living things, and how much

perception respondents have of 'diverse living things.'

Results of the survey are : High-school science teachers have a greater interest and more confidence in
diverse living things than 9th graders. Teachers find 'familiar living things' much familiar and closer to
them. Neither 9th graders nor science teachers have a sufficient knowledge and awareness of basic policies
related to biodiversity. Both respondents have more confidence in animals than plants, and both of them

wrongly estimate that a larger number of life are found and given names.

Keywords : investigation report, familiar living things, comparative analysis, the 9th Graders, high-school

science teachers




