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Title: The Analysis of Questionnaires on Familiar Living Things : in the "Study of Science vInstruction A" Class in the 4th
Quarter of 2003 Academic Year.

Kenji TANAKA (Faculty of Education, Okayama University)
Ai TAMAKI (Graduate School of Education, Master's Course)

Abstract: .

The survey was conducted in the class of "Study of Science Instruction A." This course was offered by one of the
authors (Tanaka) in the 4th quarter of 2003 academic year, to the students who were in the pre-service teacher education
program for elementary school. Data were gathered from students on their attitudes, interests, characteristics, etc. of
different living things, which were picked out from the science textbooks (including the Life Environmental Studies) of
elementary/lower secondary school. '

The results are as follows.

One-third of living things mentioned in textbooks were not so familiar to the respondents. The respondents had never
heard of one-fifth of living things mentioned in textbooks. The terms "Convention on Biological Diversity" and
"National Biodiversity Strategy of Japan" are totally unknown to all respondents.

From these facts, it was found that students don't have sufficient knowledge and interest to cope with the Biodiversity,
which is one of the challenges for environmental education. Much consideration must be paid not only to the living

things in the textbooks, but also to the pre-service teacher education program.
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student surveys, familiar living things, science textbooks, students in the pre-service teacher education program




